
(1560) represent the 

careful reading of 

Scripture by our par-

ents in the faith.   

   Rather than over-

whelm you with all 

eight of the Essential 

Tenets of our creeds 

and confessions all at 

once, I will begin by 

briefly introducing 

them one at a time in 

my newsletter column 

over the coming 

months. 

God’s Word, the  

Authority of Our  

Confession 

A Covenant Order of 

Evangelical Presbyte-

rians: The Essential  

Tenets, # 1    

As the heavens are 

higher than the earth 

so are my ways higher 

than your thoughts…

so is my Word that 

goes out from my 

mouth: It will not re-

turn to me empty, but 

will accomplish what I 

desire and achieve the 

purpose for which I 

sent it.  

(Isaiah 55:9, 11) 

In the beginning was 

the Word, and the 

THE ESSENTIAL 

TENETS OF ECO 
“The people of God 

have always paused at 

critical historical mo-

ments to summarize 

and declare who they 

are and what they 

most deeply believe. 

These high moments 

are remembered and 

passed on to succeed-

ing generations to pre-

serve the identity and 

vitality of the commu-

nity,” writes Jack 

Rogers (Presbyterian 

Creeds). 

      In other words, our 

historic creeds such as 

the Apostles’ (2nd cen-

tury) and Nicene (4th 

century) Creeds and 

our catechisms such as 

the Heidelberg Cate-

chism (1563) and the 

Scot’s Confession 

Word was with God 

and the Word was 

God. He was with God 

in the beginning. 

Through him all 

things were made; 

without him nothing 

was made that has 

been made. In him 

was life, and that life 

was the light of men. 

(John 1:1-4)   

   “The one sufficient 

revelation of God is 

Jesus Christ, the Word 

of God incarnate, to 

whom the Holy Spirit 

bears unique and au-

thoritative witness 

through the Holy 

Scriptures, which are 

received and obeyed 

as the Word of God 

written. The Scrip-

tures are not a witness 

among others, but the 

witness without paral-

lel.” (The Confession 

of 1967)  

Essential Tenet 
   The clearest declara-

tion of God’s glory is 

found in his Word 

both incarnate and 

written. The Son eter-

nally proceeds from   

(Cont’d on page 2) 

From the Shepherd’s Heart  
Core Values: 

 We value the Lord-

ship of Christ as the 

Head of the church 

and the center of 

our lives. 

 We value a Christ 

centered church 

where Biblical val-

ues are taught, nur-

tured and lived in 

everyday life.    

 We value Christian 

fellowship where 

the love of Christ is 

practiced in all its 

dimensions. 

 We value evangel-

ism to bring every-

one into God’s fam-

ily. 

 We value faithful, 

responsible steward-

ship of all that God 

has given to us. 
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The Holy Spirit testifies 

to the authority of God’s 

Word and illuminates our 

hearts and minds so we 

might receive both the 

Scriptures and Christ 

Himself aright. 

Yours & His, 

Dr.  Bob 
 

Congregational 

Meeting 

   The congregation met 

after worship February 

17 to vote on the future 

of our church. The vote 

to leave the PC(USA) 

carried, as did the vote to 

join the Covenant Order 

of Evangelical Presbyte-

rians (ECO). 

   The ECO, as stated by 

its name, is a Presbyte-

rian denomination. We 

are still West Isle Presby-

terian Church, and we 

retain ownership of our 

church and property. 

   When Dr. Bob came to 

West Isle, he and the Ses-

sion were caught up 

within a few months in 

the issue of whether or 

not to leave the PC

(USA). It took a lot of 

time and kept many of us 

focused on that one issue. 

   Even so, there were 

some new ideas intro-

duced and instituted: Dr. 

Bob developed the Stra-

tegic Planning Team and 

the Website Team and in 

so doing, helped us to 

revise our mission state-

ment and to put ourselves 

“out there” to the com-

munity. Through our 

mission statement and 

core values we have a 

map of what and how our 

church is to represent 

God in our community.  

   The Website Team cre-

ated a wonderful website 

for the church, something 

that had been talked 

about before. We had had  

a website for a brief pe-

riod some years ago, but 

no one picked up the care 

of it when Bob Shriner 

moved away. 

 

   We are excited about 

focusing on fulfilling our 

Strategic Plan for WIPC 

and we think being a part 

of ECO will be a great 

help to us. 

   Stay tuned for further 

developments. If you have 

any questions or sugges-

tions or want to be in-

volved in the planning, 

please let us know. Con-

tact information is on 

Page 3. 

 

_____________________ 

 

Clap your 

hands, all ye 

people; shout 

unto God with 

the voice of  

triumph. 
Psalm 47: 1 

New Members Class 

Spring and Fall 

Contact Dr. Bob Bullock 

 

Revelation Bible Study 

TBA 

4:30 pm 

Church 

 

Session Meeting 

March 10 

Fellowship Hall 

Worship Service 

Sunday 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Choir Practice 

Prior to Worship Service 

8:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

 

Communion 

March 3 

Sanctuary 

Stephen Ministries 

See Beth Bullock 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
March 22, 10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship Hall 

Luke 24 

 

Potluck Brunch 

TBA 

Fellowship Hall following 

Worship Service 
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Upcoming Events  

(Cont’d from page 1) 

the Father as his Word, 

the full expression of the 

Father’s nature, and 

since in the incarnation 

the Word became flesh 

all treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge are of-

fered to his disciples.  

   The written Word of 

God grants us those 

treasures, proclaims the 

saving gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and graciously 

teaches all that is neces-

sary for faith and life. 

We glorify God by rec-

ognizing and receiving 

His authoritative self-

revelation, both in the 

infallible Scriptures of 

the Old and New Testa-

ments and also in the 

Incarnation of God the 

Son. 

   We affirm the same 

Holy Spirit who over-

shadowed the Virgin 

Mary also inspired the 

writing and preservation 

of the Scriptures.  



New Members 

Bob Bullock 

404-583-1902 

bbullockjr@aol.com 

 

Choir 

Angelo Tolentino 

409-256-7729 

angelo@musician.org 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Tim Ekberg 

409-737-9455 

retiredfirelt@earthlink.net 

 
Chuck Lawrence 

409-762-6420 

cnblawrence@hotmail.com 

 

Strategic Planning 
Barbara Hankins 

409-789-8077 

bhankins@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

Bulletins 

Esther Sjostrom 

409-771-6466 

Esther.sjostrom@yahoo.com 

 

CD’s  
Crystal Tolentino 

409-939-9619 

crystalnicole@gmail.com 

 

Clerk of Session 

Merri Edwards 

409-497-4496 

wjemse@comcast.net 

 

Education 

 

Ministry 
Nancye Bright 

409-744-8103 

nancye.bright@att.net 

 

Denominational Relations 

Louie Davis 

713-962-2349 

Louis.davis@bakermckenzie.com

  

Newsletter 

Merri Edwards 

409-497-4496 

wjemse@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

Mike Shriner 

409-682-4355 

mkshriner@msn.com 

 

Web Page 

Barbara Hankins 

bhankins@comcast.net 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Terry Peterek 
409-789-9565 

tspeterek@yahoo.com 

 

Worship 

Esther Sjostrom 

409-771-6466 

Esther.sjostrom@yahoo.com 
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Church Contacts  

Easter Lilies 
If you want to purchase 

Easter Lilies in memory 

or honor a loved one, 

please contact Beth 
Shriner. Order forms are 

in the hymnals, and each 

lily is $12. 

 

Flowers may be given in 

honor or memory of a 

loved one. Please sign 

up to donate flowers in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Easter 
Easter is March 31. We are collecting plastic 

Easter eggs filled with candy for our traditional 

Easter egg hunt following the worship service. It 

is very popular with the children. Please fill the 

eggs with candy that won’t melt and bring them 

to be hidden by our Easter Bunny helpers, Jane 

and Bryan French. Thank you! 



BIRTHDAYS and 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 Novice Bruner 

  7 Barbara Lawrence 

  9 Myrna Black 

10 Nancye Bright 

11 Jeff Sjostrom 

14 Betty Tutor 

16 Carolin Santangelo 

19 Mary Niekamp (her  

      real birthday) 

26 Hankins’ anniversary 

28 Joergen Sjostrom 

29 Evelyn Heald 

29 Bob Bullock 

31 Esther Sjostrom 

Making Disciples for 

Christ 

GREETERS and  

COMMUNION 

 

GREET: 

  3 Edwards 

10 Gallis 

17 Alfei & Niekamp 

24 Shriners 

31 Lawrences 

 

COMMUNION: 

 3 Shriners 

 Lawrences 

This is the day which 
the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be 

glad in it. 
Psalm 118: 24 


